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PHONE: 202.628.6600

_ FAX: 202.434.1690

April 22,2004 MUR#_

BY HAND DELIVERY

Noel L. Hillman, Esq.
Chief, Public Integrity Section
United States Department of Justice
1400 New York Avenue, N.W.
Washington, DC 20005

Lawrence M. Norton, Esq. __
General Counsel -Q pi?:.- ':.:<
Federal Election Commission __ r' ~ -r' -»'
999 E Street, N.W. ^ ?-' 0
Washington, DC 20463 <*>

Re: National Democratic Congressional Committee

Gentlemen:

We are counsel to the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee (DCCC), the
Democratic "House campaign committee11 as mat term is used at 11 C.F.R.
§ 110.3(bX2)(i). Recently, the DCCC learned that someone associated with an
organization calling itself the "National Democratic Congressional Committee," an
organization wholly unrelated to the DCCC, may have cashed a check intended for the
DCCC.

On or around February 6,2004, the Ford Motor Company Civic Action Fund issued a
check in the amount of $15,000 that, on information and belief, was intended to be a
contribution to the DCCC. However, the DCCC never received that check, which was
made payable to the "National Democratic Campaign Committee." Rather, it was
endorsed and deposited by an individual named Marcus Belk, and posted on March 11,
2004. (See Attachment A.)
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The DCCC is not aware of the circumstances that caused the check to be made payable
to the "National Democratic Campaign Committee" or to enter Mr. Belle's possession.
However, FEC records indicate that, during June 2003, an individual named Marcus
Belk filed Statements of Organization with the Commission for the "National
Democratic Congressional Committee,11 me "National Democratic Senatorial
Committee," the "National Democratic Political Committee," and "Democratic
Majority 2004." Mr. Belk terminated all of these committees with the Commission on
October IS, 2003. FEC records also indicate mat Mr. Belk professed to be a candidate
for the Senate from South Carolina, and for Congress from New Jersey's Ninth
District. (See Attachment B)

These facts raise the concern that Mr. Belk may have fraudulently misrepresented
himself as acting on the DCCC's behalf for the purpose of soliciting contributions. See
2 U.S.C. § 441h(b) (2003). There is no connection between Mr. Belk and the DCCC;
there is an apparently intentional similarity between the names of his organizations <"*d
those of the DCCC and other Democratic national party committees; and he apparently
cashed a check that was intended for the DCCC. The DCCC does not know how Mr.
Belk came into contact with the Ford Motor Company Civic Action Fund, or how he
came to obtain the check.

These facts also suggest potential violations of other statutes. By endorsing a check
without authority, Mr. Belk may have committed bank fraud under 18 U.S.C. § 1344.
If he caused the check to be mailed to him, he may be guilty of mail fraud under 18
U.S.C. § 1341. Finally, by receiving a $15,000 contribution after having terminated
his committees with the FEC, Mr. Belk may have operated a political committee
without registering or reporting. See 2 U.S.C. §§ 433,434.
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We respectfully request an appropriate review of this matter. Please do not hesitate to
contact us if you have any questions or need further information

Very truly yours,

udith L. Corley
Brian G.Svoboda
Ezra W.Reese
Counsel to the Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me this c?2sdav of April, 2004.

i

X
^Notary Public

My CojHBHta Expires:
NotKyPDblc District of CoMii

Attachments
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